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of Democracy. They constitute, indeed, one of the most amiable features 
of our institutions. 

We cannot forget, however, that office partakes in some degree of the 
character of a trust, and is not altogether intended for the benefit of its 
incumbent. Not, indeed, that we would expect him, in such cases as the 
present, to do its work himself. We generally have cause to regret it if 
he does. He is not appointed for that purpose. What we desire and 
expect is that he will get some competent deputy. This is an understood 
thing. The respectabilities are to be supported by one and the work 
accomplished by another ; for men differ in their gifts. Perhaps hereafter 
some different plan may be devised for uniting the two. 

In the meantime, and in conclusion, we would suggest to Mr. Howard 
that there are hundreds of needy lawyers throughout the country who are 
abundantly able to get up a capital set of reports, who would do it per- 
haps for a tithe of the salary, and who would still leave his name on the 
title page. This course would please every one. The reporter would be 
rid of barking critics like ourselves, the needy lawyer would get a lift in 
the world, and the public would at last obtain a decent series of United 
States Reports, which they have not had for the last twenty-five years. 



An Abridgment of the Law of Nisi Prius, by William Selwtn, of Lincoln's 
Inn, Esq., &c. With Notes and References to the Decisions of the Courts of 
this country, by the former Editors, Henry Wheaton, Thomas I. Wharton, and 
Edward E. Law. Seventh American edition, with additional Notes and Refer- 
ences to American Cases, by Asa I. Fish ; from the eleventh London edition. 
Philadelphia : Robert H. Small. 1857. Two vols. pp. 1,523. 

A new edition of this standard work has been long desired. Among the 
earliest of the treatises on the law of Nisi Prius, it has survived even its 
later rivals. It has done so deservedly. It is much the best book on the 
subject. It is clearly written, well arranged, copious in its citation of 
authorities, and preserves the happy mean between practice and theory, 
which is essential in a work of this kind. 

The bulk of the American notes has been long before the profession, 
and the names of the former editors have been a sufficient guarantee of 
their value. Mr. Fish has performed his part of the task with care and 
fidelity, and has added much useful material. It would not be becoming 
for us to say more, but we can safely recommend the book to our readers 
as an admirable compendium for practical use. 



